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The corrupt are running out of places to hide. That is the message that runs through
the Global Corruption Report 2003. Empowered by technology - essential to the
prompt and accurate flow of information - the media and the public are increasingly
calling businesses and politicians to account.

To help secure that flow of information, national chapters of Transparency
International have campaigned for freedom of information in Germany, Lebanon,
Mexico, Panama and many other countries. Under their scrutiny and that of
other civil society organisations and the wider public, governments are taking
steps to further the cause of transparency. From Chile and Brazil to South Korea
and India, the spread of e-government involves increasing use of the Internet to
disseminate public information and to open up the bidding process in public
tenders and privatisations.

But freedom of information is not enough. However professionally and accu-
rately information is processed, corruption will continue to thrive without the vigi-
lance of the media and civil society, and the bravery of investigative journalists and
whistleblowers in particular.

These champions of transparency are as essential in the developing as they are
in the developed world. The regional reports section of this volume opens with
reviews of Western Europe and North America, from where the Enron scandal sent
shock waves through the global corporate sector and severely damaged public
trust in the integrity of business. Enron and the scandals that followed heightened
the perception of collusion between auditors, tax advisers, lawyers and bankers
and their corporate clients to massage accounts for the short-term benefit of man-
agers — in defiance of the trust placed in them by shareholders, employees and the
public at large.

To a certain extent, this type of unethical behaviour can be deterred by interna-
tional initiatives such as the 1997 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials.
While its principal focus is to criminalise bribery of foreign officials, the convention
and related OECD instruments also deal with accounting, auditing and corporate
controls. TI has for some years urged the OECD to press member states for improve-
ments in these areas. The impact of the convention is not yet satisfactory. Only a few
cases are being investigated under the convention, and in most OECD member coun-
tries the political will to prosecute major bribery cases is lacking. Furthermore, the


















