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Executive summary
Transparency International

Corruption in the water sector puts the lives and livelihoods of billions of people at risk. As
the Global Corruption Report 2008 demonstrates, the onset of climate change and the increas-
ing stress on water supply around the world make the fight against corruption in water
more urgent than ever. Without increased advocacy to stop corruption in water, there will
be high costs to economic and human development, the destruction of vital ecosystems,
and the fuelling of social tension or even conflict over this essential resource. This report
clearly shows that the corruption challenge needs to be recognised in the many global
policy initiatives for environmental sustainability, development and security that relate to
water,

As the Global Corruption Report 2008 reveals, there are several encouraging initiatives from all
over the world that demonstrate success in tackling water corruption. This is the pivotal
message that more than twenty experts and practitioners emphasise in this report. In add-
ition, the Global Corruption Report 2008 — which is the first report to assess how corruption
affects all aspects of water — reflects on what more can be done to ensure that corruption does
not continue to destroy this basic and essential resource, one that is so fundamental to the
lives of people all over the planet.

Water and corruption: putting lives, livelihoods and sustainable
development at risk

Water is vital and has no substitutes. Yet a water crisis that involves corruption engulfs many
regions of the world. Nearly 1.2 billion people in the world do not have guaranteed access to
water and more than 2.6 billion are without adequate sanitation, with devastating conse-
quences for development and poverty reduction. In the coming decades the competition for
water is expected to become more intense. Due to overuse and pollution, water-based ecosys-
tems are considered the world’s most degraded natural resource. Water scarcity already affects
local regions on every continent, and by 2025 more than 3 billion people could be living in
water-stressed countries.

The human consequences of the water crisis, exacerbated by corruption, are devastating and
affect the poor and women most of all. In developing countries, about 80 per cent of health
problems can be linked back to inadequate water and sanitation, claiming the lives of nearly
1.8 million children every year and leading to the loss of an estimated 443 million school days
for the children who suffer from water-related ailments. In Africa, women and girls often walk
more than 10 kilometres to gather water for their families in the dry season, and it is estimated
that an amount equivalent to about 5 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) is lost to illness
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